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Cycle 3
Curriculum Overview

Language
Language is the vehicle of human communication, the way in which we exchange ideas, 
thoughts and feelings. The language curriculum covers in depth written and spoken 
language, reading, grammar and research, the keys to both self-expression and the 
acquisition of knowledge. Children are introduced to a wide variety of literary styles and 
genres, as well as word functions, and vocabulary building where the mechanics of spelling 
become refined. 

At this age, children work to fine-tune and acquire reading fluency, analysis skills and writing 
strategies that stimulate cognitive development. As these new skills consolidate, children 
examine their writing much more critically. Language lessons fuel active and purposeful 
writing activities. Children usually work collaboratively and write regularly, with pencil and 
keyboard, learning to organise increasingly complex ideas and information into various 
genres of writing. 

The act of Reading is expanded to include analysing and synthesising information. Reading 
skills are further developed as both fiction and nonfiction works expand the children’s 
knowledge and awareness. Children read orally and silently throughout the day, as they 
develop a natural love of literature. They discuss shared readings of stories and books. This 
involves preparation of the reading and a willingness to listen and discuss, respectfully, ideas 
about the text. Using both the spoken and written word, children work to develop effective 
communication skills. They begin to handle and express complex thoughts as they move to 
abstract reasoning; they learn to examine evidence, listen to differences in opinion, think 
about options, and make connections between other areas of learning as well as personal 
experience. 

Children develop the skills to work individually yet thrive in group settings with peers. 
Making themselves heard and knowing others personally are the utmost priorities at this 
age. We build on these developmental changes by integrating skills with opportunity for self-
expression. Individuals and groups give oral presentations, whilst child-facilitated meetings 
offer experiences for problem solving.
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Mathematics
Maria Montessori said it best: “In its natural state, the human mind is already mathematical; 
it tends toward exactness, measure and comparison.” 

The “Story of Numbers” helps children understand the power of Mathematics and motivates 
them to continue to explore. Building on children’s individual foundation, in Mathematics 
we introduced them to its never-ending, real-life applications. Our method involves 
presentations with Montessori materials; along with daily assignments where children work 
together to complete tasks they set for themselves. Investigation of all components of 
fractions, problem solving, and graphing are also included. 

Our aim is that the study of Mathematics goes far beyond memorisation and becomes a 
useful, comfortable tool for each child’s daily life. The three central mathematical applica-
tions are: multiplicative reasoning, equivalence, and computational fluency. After focusing on 
multiplicative reasoning, equivalence is introduced. 

Equivalence is the manipulation of numbers and figures of equal values in different forms; 
for example, a fraction can also be represented as a decimal. Within this context, children 
learn the properties of operations and work with fractions and decimals. They also organise 
and interpret data, learn to use appropriate units and tools for measurement, and demon-
strate a consistent understanding of patterns, relations, and functions. Montessori places 
great emphasis on the Study of Geometry, and all the Mathematical materials have a geo-
metric aspect. The Cycle 3 children also take great delight in further study of different sys-
tems of numeration, both those used by ancient civilizations, and others used by different 
cultures.

Cultural Studies
The Montessori Cultural Studies curriculum integrates and explores History, Geography, 
Environmental Studies, Commerce, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Zoology and Botany. This 
curriculum is seen as the backbone of any Montessori classroom. One of the foundations of 
the Cosmic Curriculum is the interconnectedness of all life. 

Children at this age are driven to understand the universe and their place in it, and they 
have an enormous capacity to assimilate all aspects of their culture. Their endeavour to 
understand the world in which they live knows no bounds at this stage of development. 
Therefore, the endless possibilities of areas of study in a Montessori classroom reflect and 
support this never-ending thirst for knowledge.
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Art
This semester the Cycle 3’s have been exploring Printmaking as an artform. To position 
printmaking historically they looked at the Chinese invention of paper and the woodcut print 
process to better understand how revolutionary it was to create a print. 

In Term One, students drew inspiration from a natural environment of importance to them 
to make an ink and brush painting referencing some of the visual conventions of Ancient 
Chinese Landscape painting. This composition was then rendered in relief form beginning 
with a clay slab. 

Cycle 3 students investigated the concept of adding and carving areas to produce an image, 
laying the foundation for future printmaking experiences. More recently, whilst in their home 
they have explored different ways to make a print without a press. Students have been 
developing their interpretation and analysis skills by engaging in regular discussion and 
reflection whilst making and viewing artwork.

Italian
During the first semester, Cycle 3 children have been involved in group and individual 
research works and projects.

The first project was based on cultural studies, collecting information and creating a 
presentation on the Italian traditional dance, “The Tarantella”. They have also attended a 
workshop and learnt how to perform this dance with their classmates.

After learning how to identify school subjects in Italian, and expressing their preferences and 
interests, they have been asked to choose a school subject and a theme and create a small 
presentation using as much Italian as possible. The aim of this type of project was to make 
connections between the Italian language and other school subjects.

Cycle 3 students have started using “Languagenut” a valuable tool for some to learn, extend 
their knowledge and reinforce listening, understanding and writing skills at home.
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Physical Expression
During the first semester, Cycle 3 children engaged in a variety of physical activities, which 
incorporated modified games, fitness, game play skills, dance and fundamental motor skills. 

For the first half of Term 1, the children took part in a bat tennis unit. This unit helped to 
refine their hand-eye coordination skills, as they worked on serving, vollying and playing 
forehand and backhand strokes. The children also worked on their spatial awareness, as 
they focused on court positioning and footwork while applying offensive and defensive 
strategies. As part of this unit, the children participated in groups as they encouraged 
others and negotiated roles and responsibilities such as player, referee and scorekeeper. The 
student-led tournaments and competitions helped the children develop leadership skills such 
as communication and delegation.

For the second half of Term 1, the Cycle 3 children took part in a basketball unit. They 
worked in small and large groups as they practised and refined fundamental movement 
skills, such as dribbling, passing and shooting. The children learnt to transition from one 
skill to another, such as from dribbling to shooting in a sequence of play. They also worked 
in teams and applied offensive and defensive strategies, such as creating and closing down 
space on the court. The children demonstrated ethical behaviour as they created fair teams, 
followed the rules and played games in a respectful manner. 

During Term 2, the children developed their fitness and locomotor/non-locomotor skills 
as they took part in cardiovascular fitness workouts and dance routines via Zoom. The 
fitness workouts allowed the children to perform a range of complex static and dynamic 
balances on different body parts. During the workouts, the children used movement skills 
such as jumping with control for height and distance, using a variety of body positions and 
other locomotor and non-locomotor skills. These locomotor/non-locomotor skills were also 
developed during the dance routines, where the children experimented with different music 
genres. They explored movement to music and focused on body awareness and control. As 
part of the online learning, the children developed their understanding of the impact that 
regular participation can have on health and wellbeing, as they improved their reflectiveness 
and mindfulness.
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Performing Arts
Term 3

Djembe Unit: Through learning to play the djembe Cycle 3 children practised, and 
consolidated, many musical skills and concepts. We started the term experiencing rhythm 
as clapping, chanting, passing plastic balls and stones, movement and body percussion.  
The children learned to play intricate Ghanian ‘Kpanlogo’ rhythmic patterns on the djembe 
using the aural tradition of ‘call and response’.  Playing with a steady beat in time with the 
ensemble group was one important musical skill practised, and performing polyrhythms 
(more than one rhythmic pattern at a time) was another.  There was a strong focus on 
improving technique when playing the djembe. This included to be able to consistently use 
the correct applications of bass and tone notes, and playing with both hands while bouncing 
off the drum skin.  It also required the children to use both hands alternately, engaging both 
sides of the body and brain.

The children learned to recognise and appreciate music traditions and culture of West Africa 
by listening to recordings and through playing the shekere and caxixi from Ghana. They 
learned about the construction and care of these instruments.  They worked on improvising 
rhythmic patterns on the djembe and classroom instruments, moving on to composing 
ensemble pieces in a small group.  The children built a repertoire of West African songs, 
experiencing group singing and practising singing in time and in tune.

The children communicated their understanding of rhythmic patterns verbally using Kodaly 
time names.  This method is very similar to the Ghanian traditions of verbalising rhythms 
when teaching another performer.  Moving forward, the children wrote crotchets, crotchet 
rests, quavers and semiquavers using traditional notation. They were able to take rhythmic 
dictation and compose simple ensemble pieces using notation.  Children with more music 
theory knowledge were encouraged to use a wider range of notation and include time 
signatures. 

Term 4

Puppet and Stop Motion Unit: Cycle 3 children were able to choose between creating a 
puppet show or stop motion animation.  Those that chose the puppet show worked in small 
groups to devise, script and film them.  The shows reflected the children’s connection to 
natural spaces and were inspired by stories of ‘place’, and of animals written by Indigenous 
authors.  The children were encouraged to think about their own personal connection to the 
natural world, whether in their backyard, local park or special holiday place. 

This project enabled the children to learn about many aspects of drama and film production. 
They worked in small groups to devise a story, write the script and create detailed 
storyboards for their show.  Parts of the scripts were written in Italian, making a connection 
with their language studies.  All of the classes collaborated to design and build a 
giant puppet film set comprising of forest, mountains, lakes, beach and islands. 
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The children designed and built puppets from cardboard, paint and natural objects. They 
chose character traits for their puppets and represented these through both physical design 
and vocal performance.

Some Cycle 3 children chose to create a stop motion animation based on the theme of 
‘Conversazione’ and writing some of the script in Italian. They were required to write about 
their adventures with an Italian speaking visitor, showing them their favourite natural 
spaces.  They worked with plasticine to create distinctive characters, and practised employed 
vocal expression to create dramatic tension.

Social and Emotional
In the Montessori classroom, social behaviour is learned through observation and imitation. 
The three-year age range includes children at varying stages of social and emotional 
maturity. Older children have the opportunity to become role models and to assist younger 
children with resolving issues and building their social skills. During this time, children 
develop strategies and skills that support their capacity to be resilient and persevere when 
faced with challenges. 

A sense of community and belonging continues to mature and flourish within the classroom. 
Children often work in groups and learn how to participate and communicate effectively, 
showing respect and self-discipline. Their time management skills improve as they learn to 
be more efficient in tasks and fine tune their concentration and focus. Using their Growth 
Mindset, they learn to accept feedback and use it to improve their overall development and 
learning. In Cycle 3, the children begin to recognise and manage their own emotions and 
make responsible decisions.


